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Introduction

The School of Education has an ongoing programme of online course developments which are based round a well coordinated Learning Hub concept.  All courses offered on an online basis are accessed through the Hub.

For the following reasons it is essential now that a number of new courses are developed to ensure that:

· practice matches design in newly accredited and validated programmes and courses.

· existing funding streams from CPD activities are maintained through provision of online courses to match national initiatives
;

· the School of Education maintains a high profile in the area of initial teacher education with appropriate provision for prospective teachers from remote areas
;

· appropriate pedagogical and technological progress is made to match imminent requirements within the professions serviced by the School of Education
;

· existing online initiatives are further enabled to provide a rich learning environment for all students in a cost effective manner
.  

In addition to extending the range of courses it is also important that the form and the style of the courses developed reflect best practice.  In view of the recently awarded Hunter Foundation/Scottish Executive Grant (Scottish Teachers for a New Era) it is particularly important that the School should be affirming best practice through provision in online courses.  The School of Education has thus a need to provide a range of new tools and facilities to supplement and to complement what is already available to course developers.

To facilitate further innovation and development within the area of online course development the School of Education makes extensive use of the direct support provided by the Learning Technology Unit.  As a result most academic staff within the School are provided with an opportunity to engage with the authoring facility within WebCT and have expert support to design, create and author new courses for online delivery.  To supplement the direct support provided by the Learning Technology Unit and the support obtained through previous successful submissions to the bidding process, the School of Education in the past has funded employment of temporary part time staff to engage with projects.  This has always been implemented in close cooperation with the Learning Technology Unit.

Considerable progress has thus been made in designing and mounting online learning courses to match the needs of Programmes within the School.  There is now, however, a strength of feeling among some staff that courses could be enhanced quite considerably if a range of additional, and readily available tools, could be made generally and easily available for use.  In order to facilitate their use it is also felt that a user-friendly interface would have to be built to ensure ease of application and effective integration with WebCT-based courses.  

The School of Education thus seeks to have an ‘Extended Toolkit’ built for general distribution and use across the School to provide course designers with a range of additional opportunities to facilitate innovation in course design and development.  The Extended Toolkit is intended to be a portal to a set of suitably ‘tamed’ resources which will enhance productivity, communication, cooperation, and collaboration in learning.  Additionally it should provide facilities which will ensure that the process of adapting multimedia, graphics, pictures, video and sound for use within online courses will be within the technical capabilities of most academic staff in all disciplines.  The process of assembling toolkit elements will to some extend be a collation, aggregation and refinement of work undertaken during the implementation of earlier bids submitted by the School of Education (2003-2005).  Making the user-friendly interface in the form of an ‘Extended Toolkit’ will however be a challenging task.  These web-based toolkit elements will likely include: content management software; blogging and collaborative writing tools such as wikkis; communication enabling software to include video, audio and text interfaces; bulletin board software; interactive whiteboard integration software; compression facilities for audio, video and graphics objects; picture, graphics, video gallery/database management resources; poll and survey software; project management framework software; computer peripheral control facilities to enable linkage to DVD and CDs on local devices; and help documentation.

The ‘Extended Toolkit’ will help enable School of Education staff to meet future challenges in the design and creation of online courses and will help to ensure that practice is current, innovative, developmental, and is based on the best supporting and current research evidence.  A successfully implemented Extended Toolkit could also be rolled out across the University.

In the first instance it is intended that the extended Toolkit be produced for use within the MEd Programme and courses have been identified to use within a pilot study.  Further details of this proposal within the MEd context are enclosed within this document (LTU5/6-2).  

Courses within the BACE Programme are also relying on the early provision of facilities within the Extended Toolkit.  These include: Stage III Research Strategies; Human Studies III; Understanding and Responding to Complex Needs; Creative Arts and Intuitive Practice (Norma Hart).  Within the Chartered Teacher/MEd programme areas exciting use of the facilities is proposed within a range of further courses including those dealing with Autism; Dyslexia; and Counselling (Leila Holm and Sandra Paterson).  Additionally in the part time distance learning PGDE(S) programme it is intended that peer assessment using a model which will be developed for online use will be adopted (Yvonne Bain).  It is hoped that this can also be incorporated into the Extended Toolkit within the current bid.  A number of these courses will be being developed with assistance from LTU on a ‘direct support’ basis.  Wherever possible, feasible and desirable, application of the Toolkit to these courses would be advantageous at an early point in their development in addition to work being undertaken through the MEd courses as described within this document.

The enclosed bid, which has been compiled from a set of innovative responses from staff, as a result of a request for project proposals, is fully consistent with the C&IT Policy and C&IT Strategy of the School of Education and its Academic Plan.  Four individual responses have been included here (LTU5/6-2 to LTU5/6-5) and although there are undoubted linkages between some of these it is accepted that they stand as independent units within the bidding process.

It is hoped that the LTU will be able to provide support for the complete set of bids, however, if this is not feasible, the School of Education will be pleased to receive support for as many of the identified projects as is possible.  If required School of Education prioritisation of bids can be provided.

For completeness a brief description of a bid headed by Liz Curtis is included LTU5/6-6.  This is being supported by LTU as part of a collaborative bid for time to develop online Virtual Field Trips for a number of areas within the University and so the bid details are not included here.

Terry Allan

School of Education

25 February 2005
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Outline Project Proposal 2005 - 2006

Title of project:
School of Education Learning Hub 2005-2006
School/College/Unit:
School of Education

Contact Name:

Terry Allan

Tel no:
01224 274573

E-mail:
t.allan@abdn.ac.uk

Name and code of course(s) which will be affected by this project:

· This submission incorporates bids from staff representing a number of areas and all programmes within the School of Education. The submitted bids are fully consistent with the School of Education C&IT Policy and with the C&IT Strategy for 2002-2006.

· This document (LTU5/6-1) should be seen as an introduction to the suite of proposals enclosed (LTU5/6-2 to LTU5/6-6).  

· Each of the proposals will on completion become a component part of the suite of online courses or facilities contained within the School of Education Learning Hub.  

· Each bid can however be considered as an independent entity with respect to the bidding process.  

Number of students affected by this project:

All students who participate in any of the programmes offered by the School of Education including those offered on a part-time and on a distance learning basis will thus be affected.

Proposed date of use with students if applicable:

Rolled out as available

What are the aims of the project? 

· to give practical expression to the School of Education C&IT Policy through a range of well planned implementation projects;

· to further develop a rich, coherent and extensive virtual learning environment to:

· enable wider access on flexible bases through a high quality provision; 

· maintain our professional credibility and competitiveness;

· facilitate different modes or learning and styles of teaching; 

· incorporate relevant research and developments findings into courses.

· to facilitate and encourage involvement of a wider range of academic staff in the development and use of the virtual learning environment;

· to have all programmes actively engaged in the developing virtual learning environment strategy;

· to provide development opportunities suitable for staff consistent with the requirements of the developing virtual learning environment;

· to make as full use as possible of University facilities and services to facilitate the development and maintenance of an environment which is technologically and pedagogically forward thinking;

· to take advantage of appropriate technological developments as they occur;

· to ensure that our programmes and courses are not merely conforming with professional requirements regarding the application and use of C&IT and matching the expectations of students, staff, and the professions we service but that the School of Education is seen to be providing an education which is providing direction to the professions in this area;

· to ensure that the professional practice adopted by academic staff in their teaching is not only consistent with the expectations of their peers but is providing direction to others in the use of C&IT in learning and teaching.

More specifically the intention is:

· To build on and consolidate School of Education approaches to the design and use of online learning environments centred on collaborative and ‘communities of practice’ approaches to learning through the development of new courses, tools (Extended Toolkit) and the wider involvement of academic staff 
· To provide an opportunity for the exploration of a range of interactive approaches to learning in online settings 

For details of aims for each project see enclosed proposal forms.

What will be the outcomes of the project?

1
Update and development of the existing Learning Hubs and the Learning Hub provision through the addition of new online courses, materials, resources and facilities; 

2
A range of new online course development tools/resources (Extended Toolkit) to enable more active and collaborative and well supported learning and research to occur; 

3
Integration of current research findings and observations into online course design and provision to enhance course provision and to facilitate and encourage ongoing research activity and publication. 

4
Systems to facilitate the addition of ‘communities of practice’ models of learning into programmes; 

5
Staff with increased skills in the design and production of online courses using a range of tools and methodologies;

List the relevant learning outcomes for the course(s) involved, indicating how the introduction of this project would help to achieve them:

Course descriptors with learning outcomes are available on request, the intention is to exploit the interactive features of the WebCT environment and through an Extended Toolkit make use of other available online facilities as fully as possible to support learning outcomes consistent within a model of learning which stresses participative, exploratory, active and reflective activities.

Further details area also available in the attached proposal forms.

What benefits will result from this project:

For the students:

1
More opportunities for collaborative learning 

2
More interactive courses 

3
More flexible learning opportunities

4
Greater support for learning and research

5
Greater range of online courses and resources

For your Department/School/Faculty/the University:

1
Greater range of online courses and resources to be used by staff, undergraduates and postgraduates

2
Potential for increased use of flexible learning within courses within innovative and exciting collaborative course contexts

3
Exploitation of new markets: for example by distance delivery of Chartered Teacher Programme

4
A range of tools will be available for course developers to enable more interactive and collaborative learning environments to be created.

5
Materials, tools and resources will be produced which can be used/deployed by staff throughout the University

For you:

Not applicable

Estimation of magnitude of project (to be completed by LTU):

Short (< 1 month) (
Medium (1 -3 months) (
Long (> 3 months) 

This proposal has been discussed with a member of the Learning Technology Unit. I understand that if the project proposal goes ahead it will be a collaborative effort with the LTU, with my school or faculty being responsible for the academic content, and the LTU providing pedagogical support and design and technical input.

Signature of applicant(s):





Date:

Signature of Head of School or Dean:




Date:

Signature of LTU Manager/Support Officer:



Date:

UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN
Learning Technology Unit 

Outline Project Proposal 2005 - 2006

Instructions for completion 

1. Complete the form electronically – this will enable you to expand any boxes on the form 

2. The completed form should be no more than 4 sides of A4

3. Before submission, discuss your proposal with Patricia Spence, Learning Technology Unit Manager (Ext: 3924, email: p.spence@abdn.ac.uk) or another member of the Learning Technology Unit (ltu@abdn.ac.uk)

Timetable 

1. Submission deadline for the outline proposal: Friday 25 February 2005

2. Successful applicants will be contacted on Monday 28 March 2005 and asked to submit a full proposal

3. Submission deadline for full proposals: Friday 20 May 2005

4. Successful applicants will be contacted in mid June 2005
5. Start date for projects: September 2005 (NB: this will affect when students can access the innovation)
Title of project:  An Extended Toolkit for Course Builders
School/College or Unit:   School of Education                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Contact Name:         Norman Coutts                                

Tel no:
01224 274584




Email: n.coutts@abdn.ac.uk
Name and code of course(s) which will be affected by this project:  All MEd associated programmes                        

Number of students affected by this project:    400     

Proposed date of use with students, if applicable:    TBA

What are the aims of the project? (If they address a particular School/College C&IT theme or if you have been in contact with the Higher Education Academy subject centres, please include this information)  

The project aims to exploit the lessons learned in the current LTU-supported tools evaluation and our on-going experience and equip tutors with an extended toolkit and a set of exemplar applications to support enhanced e-learning design and augment the core learning interactions supported by WEB CT. 

The indented project will support (i) College (CASS) drives to improve TPG recruitment in the School of Education (and could have wider application); (ii) application of JISC guidelines on effective e-learning; (iii) is related to HEA themes of curriculum innovation, professional development and widening participation; and (iv) will move forward and extend e-learning tutor practice.

Background

The proposed development will extend further and enhance existing and on-going School of Education and LTU supported activities including:  the development of course management pages for all MEd courses across all programmes; the investigation of new tools to support learning within a community of enquiry; and use of Web CT as a core vehicle for learning delivery by providing tutors with additional tools to support specific learning purposes and activities within courses.  Further details are contained in the Introduction to this proposal and in the overarching bid document (LTU5/6-1).

This project addresses several needs:

1. Existing e-learning models within the WEB CT environment need to be enhanced and augmented to support use of emerging online technologies and pedagogies.

2. Tools identified and evaluated in the current LTU supported bid (Research as a Community of Practice) need to be deployed in specific course applications.

3. Participation in e-learning design and delivery needs to be deepened and widened to reach a wider student audience.

4. Further development of the existing learning model underpinning MED online delivery to support rich group interactions in service of programme aims associated with collaborative approaches to (i) exploration of complex issues and professional values; (ii) creation of shared products and solutions as forms of professional action aimed at the enhancement of practice; and (iii) providing sources of challenge and support for critical reflection on practice and learning.

5. Driving changes in the uses of technologies through exploring and modelling pedagogical excellence

6. Provision of a staff development and induction experience for new e-learning tutors unfamiliar with the MEd approach to e-learning and associated pedagogies

7. Creation of an interactive showcase to demonstrate the key elements of the toolkit and features of our approach to prospective students.

What will be the outcomes of the project? (E.g. training documentation, needs analysis reports, implementation, evaluation reports, software, WebCT sites)

The intention is to research and prototype a new and highly interactive communal learning environment (centred on the use of WEB CT, but deploying other technology platforms to support collaborative working) to facilitate:

1. Enhanced collaboration within modules

2. Modelling of a learning environment and toolkit for staff induction purposes

3. Creation of appropriate documentation to support toolkit use

4. Promotional showcase for staff familiarisation and marketing purposes 

List the relevant learning outcomes for the course(s) involved, indicating how the outcomes of this project will help to achieve them: (Include information on why learning technology, rather than other methods, has been chosen to achieve the learning outcomes identified)

Re-casting e-learning as a student-centred active process of:

Participation – in a community of enquiry

Exploration  - of complex professional problems, issues and values

Action – to create and validate solutions to problems in authentic professional settings

Reflection – opening insights to sources of communal challenge and support.

What benefits will result from this project? (These benefits relate to the learning outcomes identified)

For the students:
Enhanced and more professionally relevant learning

For your School/College or Unit:
Much needed staff development experience for a wider tutor group.

For you:
Professionally relevant experience and research opportunity linked to existing Research Cluster

The University:
Model environment and experimental learning design.  Research publications.

Estimation of magnitude of project (to be completed by the LTU):
Short (< 1 month) (

Medium (1 -3 months) (
Long (> 3 months) (
UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

Learning Technology Unit Programme

Outline Project Proposal 2005 - 2006

Title of project: 

The conversion of PG Certificate in Pastoral Care/Guidance and Pupil Support module Counselling in Educational Settings to e-learning format using WebCT.

Department/School/Faculty: Department of Educational Studies, Faculty of Education School of Arts and Social Sciences.

Contact Name: Sandra Paterson.

Tel no:
 H3506
E-mail: s.m.paterson@abdn.ac.uk

Name and code of course(s) which will be affected by this project:

Counselling in Educational Settings                    ED5166.

Number of students affected by this project: 20-30.

Proposed date of use with students if applicable: between August and December 2005.

What are the aims of the project? 

To convert existing face to face delivery materials to e-learning format using an existing WebCT template incorporating multi media, digital video and animation.

In the light of the McCrone agreement to allow teachers, who are no longer able to attend face to face courses within the School, the option to participate, continue to participate or complete their PG Certificate in Pastoral Care/Guidance and Pupil Support course.

To increase the range of delivery options of PG Guidance and Pupil Support materials on offer to local, national and international participants.

What will be the outcomes of the project?

To convert the fourth module and final module of the PG Certificate in Pastoral Care/Guidance and Pupil Support into e-learning format through WebCT.

To generate an increased number of participants and subsequently income for the department through adopting a more flexible approach to delivery which will hopefully satisfy a changing market.

List the relevant learning outcomes for the course(s) involved, indicating how the introduction of this project would help to achieve them:

Learning Outcomes
Participants will be offered learning opportunities to enable them to:

1 analyse critically the person-centred approach in relation to current, personal practice and describe the relative validity of this approach within guidance and pupil support;

2 consider the 'core facilitative conditions' central to the person-centred position and review the applicability of such conditions in relation to current practice, supportive relationships, the role and function of guidance work and learning and development generally;
3
use effectively a model of the helping process which promotes a person-centred position contextualised within their role and function through analysing and evaluating a helping intervention with a student, colleague or parent;

4
identify, describe and practice a range of counselling skills known to be effective in the development of interpersonal relationships, personal development and learning.

It is intended that the above learning outcomes, be delivered through the conversion of existing counselling theory materials as a WebCT content module interspersed with participative, discussion tasks with the addition of interactive multimedia, digital video and animation particularly to deliver counselling skills practice.

What benefits will result from this project:

For the students:

Ability to access the whole or selected parts of the PG Certificate of Guidance and Pupil Support course by e-learning should they choose to do so.

Gaining ownership, though the use of ICT, of increased flexibility of where and when their learning can take place.

Gaining an understanding of methods of learning and teaching through use of ICT through their own active participating.
For your Department/School/Faculty/the University:

To generate increased participant numbers and subsequently income for the department through adopting a more flexible approach to delivery, which will hopefully satisfy a changing market.
To increase the range of delivery options of PG Guidance and Pupil Support materials on offer to local, national and international participants.

To facilitate the development of the use of ICT in learning and teaching in line with Departmental, School, University and National policies. 

For you:

Gaining an increased knowledge and understanding of the use of ICT, use of multi media and e-learning in learning and teaching through redesigning module materials.

Development of ICT skills through discussion with and support of LTU staff in the creation of materials. 

Increased networking through working collaboratively with other University departments and colleagues.

Estimation of magnitude of project (to be completed by LTU):

Short (< 1 month) (

Medium (1 or 2 months) (
Long ( 3+ months) (
UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

Learning Technology Unit 

Outline Project Proposal 2005 - 2006

Instructions for completion 

1. Complete the form electronically – this will enable you to expand any boxes on the form 

2. The completed form should be no more than 4 sides of A4

3. Before submission, discuss your proposal with Patricia Spence, Learning Technology Unit Manager (Ext: 3924, email: p.spence@abdn.ac.uk) or another member of the Learning Technology Unit (ltu@abdn.ac.uk)

Timetable 

1. Submission deadline for the outline proposal: Friday 25 February 2005

2. Successful applicants will be contacted on Monday 28 March 2005 and asked to submit a full proposal

3. Submission deadline for full proposals: Friday 20 May 2005

4. Successful applicants will be contacted in mid June 2005
5. Start date for projects: September 2005 (NB: this will affect when students can access the innovation)
Title of project:  TQ(FE) Online
School/College or Unit:          School of Education                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contact Name:               Carole Gordon / Sarah Cornelius                          

Tel no:

x 4849



Email: c.a.gordon@abdn.ac.uk
Name and code of course(s) which will be affected by this project:                          

Teaching, Learning and Assessment in FE (LL3092)

Learning, Teaching and Evaluation in FE  (LL3091)

Wider Professional Role in FE  (LL3095)

Number of students affected by this project:         

100

Proposed date of use with students, if applicable:    

Sept 2006

What are the aims of the project? (If they address a particular School/College C&IT theme or if you have been in contact with the Higher Education Academy subject centres, please include this information)   

To investigate, create, evaluate and pilot interactive online tools.

To provide learning resources for TQ(FE) online students which are interactive, promote engagement with the content, and provide feedback on progress.

To bring in resources based on students’ experience – something that is more possible in face-to-face but more difficult online.

What will be the outcomes of the project? (E.g. training documentation, needs analysis reports, implementation, evaluation reports, software, WebCT sites)

New versions of materials based on current TQ(FE) course notes.

To include:

*  Structured links – including to discussions

*  Questions/quizzes etc with feedback

*  Animations and diagrams (eg learning cycle)

*  Voting opportunities (eg 51% of students have tried a particular type of teaching/learning activity)

*  Links to database of student-submitted materials (eg case studies)

Needs to be easy to update

List the relevant learning outcomes for the course(s) involved, indicating how the outcomes of this project will help to achieve them: (Include information on why learning technology, rather than other methods, has been chosen to achieve the learning outcomes identified)

The courses aim to build upon and develop the participant’s understanding and experience of planning, developing teaching and learning relationships and evaluation by focussing upon specific aspects such as teaching and learning in different contexts and the gathering of different types of evidence to improve the quality of those experiences.

Select and produce appropriately a range of resources, including ICT, to support the learning experience
What benefits will result from this project? (These benefits relate to the learning outcomes identified)

For the students:
Interactive experience which can be undertaken online

Better feedback on progress

Different media – addressing different learning styles

For your School/College or Unit:
Model for use throughout TQ(FE) and/or Beyond TQ(FE)

For you:
New skills – animation, online assessment, etc

The University:
Course which can be undertaken by individuals and addresses growing market for TQ(FE).

Estimation of magnitude of project (to be completed by the LTU):
Short (< 1 month) (

Medium (1 -3 months) (
Long (> 3 months) 

UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN
Learning Technology Unit 

Outline Project Proposal 2005 - 2006

Instructions for completion 

1. Complete the form electronically – this will enable you to expand any boxes on the form 

2. The completed form should be no more than 4 sides of A4

3. Before submission, discuss your proposal with Patricia Spence, Learning Technology Unit Manager (Ext: 3924, email: p.spence@abdn.ac.uk) or another member of the Learning Technology Unit (ltu@abdn.ac.uk)

Timetable 

1. Submission deadline for the outline proposal: Friday 25 February 2005

2. Successful applicants will be contacted on Monday 28 March 2005 and asked to submit a full proposal

3. Submission deadline for full proposals: Friday 20 May 2005

4. Successful applicants will be contacted in mid June 2005
5. Start date for projects: September 2005 (NB: this will affect when students can access the innovation)
Title of project:  SLIM Project

School/College or Unit:                   School of Education

Contact Name:                    Helen Martin

Tel no:





Email:
01224 274769




h.martin@abdn.ac.uk

Name and code of course(s) which will be affected by this project:                          

BEd Mathematics 1.2

BEd Mathematics 2.1

Number of students affected by this project:         

About 230

Proposed date of use with students, if applicable:    

BEd Mathematics 1.2: Semester 2

BEd Mathematics 2.1: Semester 1

What are the aims of the project? (If they address a particular School/College C&IT theme or if you have been in contact with the Higher Education Academy subject centres, please include this information)   

To continue to develop this tool in order to respond to students’ needs

To support undergraduate student teachers in mathematics.

To provide a set of formative assessments which can display the full capabilities of the software including the dynamic use of Flash animation, use of audio/video to support a multi-sensory learning environment and the adaptive possibilities (eg branching).

What will be the outcomes of the project? (E.g. training documentation, needs analysis reports, implementation, evaluation reports, software, WebCT sites)

A template for use in other curricular areas in the School of Education.

Development of a training course for other interested members of staff across the college/university.

List the relevant learning outcomes for the course(s) involved, indicating how the outcomes of this project will help to achieve them: (Include information on why learning technology, rather than other methods, has been chosen to achieve the learning outcomes identified)

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the mathematics relevant to teaching in a Primary School and as a member of the teaching profession.

Demonstrate the ability to critically reflect on their own learning and act on this to improve the effectiveness of their teaching.

Demonstrate a responsibility for their own professional learning and development.

(These outcomes are linked to the Standards for Initial Teacher Education (SITE) set by the GTCS)
What benefits will result from this project? (These benefits relate to the learning outcomes identified)

For the students:
An opportunity for self assessment using questions relevant to the course they are studying. 

Increased confidence as their performance improves over time.

To highlight any weak areas and receive immediate and meaningful feedback in these areas.

To develop a level of independence and responsibility for their own professional development.

A resource which may reduce the number of assessments students encounter.

Flexibility as the tests can be returned to whether they are within the University, at home or on placement.

For your School/College or Unit:
An example of how CAA can be used to provide an assessment of students’ core skills.

A template for use within the School which demonstrates how different question types can be used effectively. 

A possible reduction in staff/student contact time whilst maintaining a high level of educational value.

A resource which may reduce the number of assessments or at least widen the variety of assessment instruments used with students and the related workload for staff.

For you:
Continuing professional development in terms of how to use technology to support and enhance the learning experience of our students.

To create further opportunities for collaborative work across the university.

The University:
Estimation of magnitude of project (to be completed by the LTU):
Short (< 1 month) (

Medium (1 -3 months) (
Long (> 3 months) (
School of Education

Virtual Fieldtrip 

Elizabeth Curtis

Details of this bid are enclosed here for information only.  This proposal from the Social Subjects area within the School of Education will be included in Phil Marsden's (LTU) joint proposal for interested users of the virtual fieldtrip.  It is believed that the bid will go from LTU on behalf of staff in Zoology, Geography, Geology and Agriculture.

School of Education: Social Subjects, 2.1 (CR2041)

In response to the BEd 2s’ SCEFS and their responses to our own benchmarking questionnaire (regarding students’ knowledge and confidence across the social subjects) we will be re structuring the workshops for the above course in the following ways:

1) By giving students more opportunities  to play an active part in their learning

2) To extend and enhance the use of ICT as a learning and teaching tool

· The use of the virtual fieldtrip framework will allow us to introduce our students to the potential of using a local study as a context for the delivery of the Social Subjects within the 5 – 14 Guidelines.

· Initially students will use a ready made virtual fieldtrip for example the Garioch, Aberdeenshire to help to enhance their geographical, historical and sociological knowledge of the area.

· The fieldtrip will be based on an O.S. physical map with hot spots relating to particular features e.g. land use,  the valley of the River Don,  Loanhead of Daviot Stone Circle, and the town of Inverurie. There will also be links made to Marischal Museum’s LEMUR site and SCRAN, both of which are currently used by our students.

· The students will use the content knowledge from the fieldtrip to make links to the 5-14 Curricular Guidelines, and to emphasis the advantages of using a local study to make links between the 3 elements of the social subjects.

· The students will then carry out their own fieldwork based on a local study and create a simple virtual fieldtrip which could be suitable for use in the classroom, and in which they would demonstrate the curricular links between the local study and the 5 -14 Guidelines.

It is hoped that a similar model might be used for the delivery of some of the Environmental Studies workshop elements of the PGDE(P) Programme and the PGDE(S) Geography.













�	Including the Chartered Teacher Programme. 


� 	Exemplified through the continued development of a distance learning PGDE(P) Programme and the development of an online PGDE(S) Programme


� 	Nationally funded initiatives including Masterclass, NGfL and Spark set standards and expectations which require to be matched.


� 	The MEd, BA, BEd, TQFE, PGDE(S) and PGDE(P) programmes are all supported by developing online environments.  These require continued development.  






